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THE " FESTSCHRIFT " CUSTOM.
The custom long prevalent in Germany, of

commemorating the retirement of distinguished
men from active work through memorial publi-
cations, has received somewhat tardy recognition
in other countries. There is, however, much
evidence that this fitting recognition of services
rendered is, in increasing measure, likely to find
similar expression elsewhere than in Germany.
Within recent years such volumes have been
printed in Holland, Sweden and in America. In
general, these " Festschrifts " have been pub-
lished in two forms, either as a distinct publica-
tion not appearing elsewhere in print, or as a re-

publication from a periodical, in which the papers
appear as part of the contributions to that journal.
This latter method has distinct advantages in
that the contributions, usually of much scientific
value, may be adequately catalogued and not
lost, as is too apt to be the case where a limited,
special edition alone is published.

There is already a long list of Festschrifts in
honor of distinguished German physicians, some

of which are as follows: Oct. 30, 1905, the Ber-
liner Klinische Wochenschrift published a " Fest-
Nummer " dedicated to Prof. Carl A. Ewald
on his sixtieth birthday; on his seventieth birth-
day Prof. Ernst von Leyden was presented a

volume of contributions to clinical medicine; in
1904, Prof. H. Senator received a like volume.
Profs. J. Rosenthal and Ernst Salkowski, Dr.
Wilhelm Ebstein, Dr. S. E. Henschen, Dr. Leopold
Ritter, Dr. L. Lichtheim, Dr. A. Fiedler, Dr. G.
Merkel, Prof. Ernst von Bergmann, Prof. Georg
Eduard von Rindfleisch, Prof. Albert Neisser,
are some of those who within recent years have
been honored by their colleagues in this way.
Perhaps the most unique example of a memorial
yolume is one presented Prof. S. Pozzi with the

following inscription: " Livre d'or offert au
Professeur S. Pozzi en souvenir de vingt années
d'enseignement à l'hôpital Broca, 3 Juillet, 1906."
With this book was presented a gold pocket me-
dallion of Professor Pozzi.

The list of volumes published up to this time in
America is still small, but there is no question that
the number will receive numerous additions in the
years to come. The first to appear in this country
was the " Wilder Quarter-Century Book," in
1893, dedicated to Prof. Burt G. Wilder at the
close of his twenty-fifth year of service in Cornell
University. The presentation of this volume, to
which a number of his former pupils had con-

tributed, was made by Dr. Theobald Smith, then
of Washington and now of Harvard University.
Seven years supervened before the publication
of a similar volume. The second Festschrift
commemorated the seventieth anniversary of
Prof. Abraham Jacobi's birth and contained
international contributions to medical literature.
It was published in New York in 1900, a volume
of 496 pages. The same year a most elaborate
volume was dedicated to Prof. William Henry
Welch, of Johns Hopkins University, on the
twenty-fifth anniversary of his doctorate. This
volume contained upwards of a thousand pages,
with many contributions of permanent scientific
value. Three years later, in 1903, Professor
Victor Clarence Vaughan was made the recipient
of a similar volume of contributions to medical
research, also on the twenty-fifth anniversary of
his doctorate. Finally, a like honor was conferred
upon Prof. William Thompson Sedgwick in 1906.

It is a matter of special satisfaction that Pro-
fessor Fitz, who has long been identified with the
highest interests of medicine, should at the ter-
mination of his service as teacher and hospital
physician be honored by a volume contributed by
his present and former assistants. A perusal of
this number of the Journal will show among
these contributions a wide diversity of subjects,
admirably illustrative of recent tendencies in
medical research. Such a volume marks, as it
were, a certain epoch in the progress of medicine,
and as such should, as have its predecessors, dedi-
cated to other distinguished men, occupy a some-
what unique place in medical literature. We
congratulate Dr. Fitz upon this public acknowl-
edgment of his distinguished position as a man,
a teacher and a physician, and in giving it to our

readers we express the earnest hope that many
years of activity may yet remain to him in a field
of endeavor in which he has long held so prom-
inent a place.
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